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COLOGNE SUMMER SCHOOL OF INTERDISCIPLINARY ANTHROPOLOGY IV  
BEYOND HUMANISM: CYBORGS – ANIMALS – DATA SWARMS  
23R D  – 27T H  SEPTEMBER 2019 
A.R.T.E.S.  GRADUATE SCHOOL FOR THE HUMANITIES COLOGNE 
 

CSIA IV TIMETABLE 
 

Monday ,  23  September  

CONCEPTUAL FRAMING 
 
 

1 0 : 0 0  –  
1 0 : 3 0  

1 0 . 3 0  –  
1 1 : 3 0  

RE G I S T R A T I O N  
 
IN T R O D U C T I O N   
b y  t h e  o r g a n i z e r s  

1 1 : 3 0  –  
0 1 : 0 0  

ON  T H E  L I M I T A T I O N S  O F  N E W  M A T E R I A L I S M:  DE L E U Z E ’S  “N E W  I D E A L I S M”  A N D  I T S  I M P O R T A N C E  F O R   
N E W  M A T E R I A L I S T  P O S T-H U M A N I S M  
J a n a e  S h o l t z  &  J u l i e  V a n  d e r  W i e l e n  ( R e a d i n g ,  U S  &  S a n t i a g o ,  C h i l e )  
M o d e r a t i o n :  J o h a n n e s  S c h i c k  ( C o l o g n e )  

 L u n c h  B r e a k  

0 2 : 0 0  –  
0 3 : 3 0  

CH A L L E N G E S  O F  TR A N S H U M A N I S M  
S t e p h e n  L i l l e y  ( F a i r f i e l d ,  U S )  
M o d e r a t i o n :  T h i e m o  B r e y e r  ( C o l o g n e )  

 C o f f e e  B r e a k  

 

 

 

0 4 : 0 0  –  
0 5 : 3 0  

IM A G I N A T I O N  A N D  AL T E R N A T I V E  WO R L D S  
 
TH R O U G H  T H E  H O M E-W O R L D  T O  T H E  A L I E N-W O R L D :  A  P H E N O M E N O L O G I C A L  A C C O U N T  O F  T H E  R O L E  O F  
P H A N T A S Y  I N  I N T E R S U B J E C T I V I T Y  
R o d r i g o  Y .  S a n d o v a l  ( C o l o g n e / S a n t i a g o ,  C h i l e )  
ON  I M A G I N A T I O N  A N D  S P I R I T S .  TH E  P O S S I B I L I T I E S  F O R  A  H U M A N  I N  A N T H R O P O L O G Y  A N D  UM B A N D A  
M a r c e l l o  M u s c a r i  ( C o l o g n e / Sa ̃o  P a u l o ,  B r a z i l )  

M o d e r a t i o n :  J u l i e  V a n  d e r  W i e l e n  ( S a n t i a g o ,  C h i l e )  

 B r e a k  

0 7 : 0 0  –
0 8 . 3 0  

WE L C O M E  D I N N E R  @ EL  IN C A  
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Tuesday ,  24  September  
CYBORGS 

 
 

 

 

 

0 9 : 3 0  –  
1 1 : 0 0  

PA R T I C I P A N T  PR E S E N T A T I O N S  I  

TTTT .  TE N T A C U L A R I T Y ,  S T A Y I N G  W I T H  TR O U B L E ,  TE R R A P O L I S  A N D  TE C H N O B I O P O L I T I C S :  WH A T  DO N N A  HA R A W A Y   
BR I N G S  NE W  T O  PO L I T I C A L  TH E O R Y  A N D  HO W? 
A u g u s tė  D e m e n t a v ič i e nė  ( V i l n i u s ,  L i t h u a n i a )  

OU R  TR O U B L E D  TE R R A I N S—TH E  GR I E F  O F  OU R  GH O S T S  A N D  NE W  NA R R A T I V E S  O F  MO U R N I N G  OU T S I D E  
O F  HU M A N  EX C E P T I O N A L I S M  
J a c q u e l i n e  M o u l t o n  ( S e a t t l e ,  U S )  

F I C H T E  O N  T H E  D I V I S I O N  O F  HU M A N  NA T U R E :  A  CO N T R I B U T I O N  T O  T H E  DE B A T E  O N  TR A N S H U M A N I S M   
M a s a f u m i  S a k u r a i  ( K y o t o ,  J a p a n )  

M o d e r a t i o n :  S o u a d  Z e i n e d d i n e  ( C o l o g n e / J o h a n n e s b u r g ,  S o u t h  A f r i c a )  

 C o f f e e  B r e a k  

 

 

 

 

 

1 1 : 3 0  –  
0 1 : 0 0  

PA R T I C I P A N T  PR E S E N T A T I O N S  I I  

FR E E  WI L L :  HU M A N  AG E N T  A N D  NO N H U M A N  AG E N T   
P u j a r i n i  D a s  ( K a n p u r ,  I n d i a )  

GE R M I N A R :  S O M E  T O O L S  F O R  P R A C T I C I N G  T H E  O T H E R W I S E  
J e s p a  J a c o b  K l e i n f e l d  &  L o r e n  B r i t t o n  ( B o n n / C o l o g n e ,  G e r m a n y )  

BO D Y-H A C K I N G :  TR A N S F O R M A T I O N  O F  BO D Y  CO N C E P T I O N  F R O M  T H E  PE R S P E C T I V E   
O F  TE C H N O L O G I C A L  BO D Y  MO D I F I C A T I O N S   
J a n a  K a d l e c o v á  ( O l o m o u c ,  C z e c h  R e p u b l i c )  

M o d e r a t i o n :  L a r s  R e u k e  ( C o l o g n e )  

 L u n c h  B r e a k  

0 2 : 0 0  –  
0 3 : 3 0  

A I  A N D  O T H E R  A N I M A L S :  O N T O L O G I E S  A N D  E T H O L O G I E S  O F  T H E  C Y B O R G I A N  E V E R Y D A Y  
S e t h  G i d d i n g s  ( S o u t h a m p t o n ,  U S )  
M o d e r a t i o n :  M a r i o  S c h m i d t  ( C o l o g n e )  

 C o f f e e  B r e a k  

0 4 : 0 0  –  
0 5 : 3 0  

HO M O  SA C E R/HO M O  DE M E N S :  DE M E N T I A ,  L I T E R A T U R E ,  A N D  T H E  AF T E R L I F E  O F  T H E  HU M A N 
P i e t e r  V e r m e u l e n  ( L e u v e n ,  B e l g i u m )  
M o d e r a t i o n :  M a r i o  S c h m i d t  ( C o l o g n e )  

 B r e a k  

0 7 : 0 0  –
0 8 . 3 0  

EV E N I N G  LE C T U R E   

TH E  OV E R D E T E R M I N A T I O N  O F  CY B O R G I Z A T I O N… A N D  WH A T  I T  ME A N S  
C h r i s  H .  G r a y  ( S a n t a  C r u z ,  U S )  
M o d e r a t i o n :  C h r i s t o p h  L a n g e  ( C o l o g n e )  

( a t  l e c t u r e  h a l l  S  0 1 ,  S e m i n a r  b u i l d i n g ,  m a i n  c a m p u s )  
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Wednesday ,  25  September  
ANIMALS 

 
 

 

 

 

0 9 : 3 0  –  
1 1 : 0 0  

PA R T I C I P A N T  PR E S E N T A T I O N S  I I I  

PH I L O S O P H I C A L  PR I M A T O L O G Y :  WH A T ,  I F  AN Y T H I N G ,  AR E  PR E C U R S O R S?  -  A N D  HO W  DO  TH E Y  RE L A T E  T O   
TH E S E S  O F  AN T H R O P O L O G I C A L  D I F F E R E N C E?  
H a n n e s  W e n d l e r  ( H e i d e l b e r g ,  G e r m a n y )  

RE A D I N G  MA T T E R S ,  MA T E R I A L  RE A D I N G S :  PO E T I C S  O F  RE L A T I O N A L I T Y  I N  A  ST O R I E D  WO R L D  
N a t a l i e  D e d e r i c h s ,  ( B o n n ,  G e r m a n y )  

RE A S O N  A S  A N  IN S T I N C T :  HU M E  O N  T H E  AN I M A L I T Y  O F  HU M A N  NA T U R E  
K o s u k e  O t s u k i  ( K y o t o ,  J a p a n )  

M o d e r a t i o n :  L a r s  R e u k e  ( C o l o g n e )  

 C o f f e e  B r e a k  

 

 

 

1 1 : 3 0  –  
0 1 : 0 0  

PA R T I C I P A N T  PR E S E N T A T I O N S  IV  

TH E  A M O E B A  A S  T H O U G H T  M O D E L  -  T H I N K I N G  T H R O U G H  F L U I D I T Y  I N  T H E  E X H I B I T I O N  S P A C E  
 M a r i e - C h r i s t i n e  S c h o e l  ( M ü n s t e r ,  G e r m a n y )  

AY A H U A S C A  B E Y O N D  H U M A N I S M:  V I S I O N S ,  O T H E R-B E C O M I N G  A N D  O N T O L O G I C A L  C O N F L I C T S  
A l i n e  F e r r e i r a  O l i v e i r a  ( S a ̃o  P a u l o ,  B r a z i l )  

SE X U A L  P O L I T I C S  O F  S Y P H I L I S  I N  BR A Z I L :  D I S C O U R S E S ,  M A T E R I A L I T I E S ,  O N T O L O G I E S  
E d u a r d o  D o e r i n g  Z a n e l l a  ( R i o  G r a n d e  d o  S u l ,  B r a z i l )  

M o d e r a t i o n :  R o d r i g o  Y .  S a n d v a l  ( C o l o g n e / S a n t i a g o ,  C h i l e )  

 L u n c h  B r e a k  

 

0 2 : 0 0  –  
0 3 : 3 0  

CA U G H T  I N  CO M P A R I S O N S :  HO W  PO L I T I C A L  EC O N O M Y  RE-M A K E S  T H E  BO D I E S  O F  F I S H  
H e a t h e r  A n n e  S w a n s o n  ( A a r h u s ,  D e n m a r k )  
M o d e r a t i o n :  C h r i s t o p h  L a n g e  ( C o l o g n e )  

 C o f f e e  B r e a k  

0 4 : 0 0  –  
0 5 : 3 0  

V I R A L  EC O N O M I E S :  EX P E R I M E N T S  W I T H  L I F E ,  L I V E L I H O O D S ,  A N D  L I V E S T O C K  I N  MO R E  T H A N  HU M A N  HE A L T H  
N a t a l i e  P o r t e r  ( S o u t h  B e n d ,  U S )  [ v i a  S k y p e ]  
M o d e r a t i o n :  C h r i s t o p h  L a n g e  ( C o l o g n e )  

 B r e a k  

0 7 : 0 0  –
1 0 . 3 0  

PE R F O R M A N C E  &  RE A D I N G  EV E N T  

AN T H R O P OSC E N E S  –  CR O S S I N G  BO U N D A R I E S  O F  SC I E N T I F I C  A N D  AR T I S T I C  ST O R Y T E L L I N G  
A n n a  B a d k h e n ,  A n a s t a s i a  G u e v e l ,  M a r i n a  G u z z o ,  a n d  S i n a  S e i f e e  

( a t  R u f f f a c t o r y  E h r e n f e l d ,  M a r i e n s t r .  7 3 ,  5 0 8 2 5  C o l o g n e )  

 PO S T H U M A N  PA R T Y  
( s o m e w h e r e  i n  E h r e n f e l d )  
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Thursday ,  26  September  
DATA SWARMS 

 
 

 

 
FR E E  RO A M I N G  MO R N I N G  

 

 

 

1 1 : 3 0  –  
0 1 : 0 0  

PA R T I C I P A N T  PR E S E N T A T I O N S  V  

SE L F-T R A C K I N G  A N D  S E N S E  M A K I N G .  TH E  T R A N S F O R M A T I O N  O F  E X P E R I E N C E  I N  T H E  P R O C E S S  O F   
“B E C O M I N G”  T H R O U G H  B I G  DA T A  B A S E D  T E C H N O L O G I E S  
S o p h i e  W a g n e r  ( B e r n ,  S w i t z e r l a n d )  

AN G E L O L O G Y  A N D  TE C H N O S C I E N C E  
M a s s i m i l i a n o  S i m o n s  ( L e u v e n ,  B e l g i u m )  

TH E  G A M I F I C A T I O N  O F  T H E  I D E A L  ‘M A N ’  -  HU M A N  O P T I M I Z A T I O N  A N D  A L G O R I T H M I C  G O V E R N M E N T A L I T Y  
S e b á s t i a n  G ó m e z  ( L ü n e b u r g ,  G e r m a n y )  

M o d e r a t i o n :  M a r i o  S c h m i d t  ( C o l o g n e )  

 L u n c h  B r e a k  

0 2 : 0 0  –  
0 3 : 3 0  

FL O C K I N G-IN S P I R E D  AL G O R I T H M S  
A n n a  L u k i n a  ( V i e n n a ,  A u s t r i a )  
M o d e r a t i o n :  C h r i s t o p h  L a n g e  ( C o l o g n e )  

 C o f f e e  B r e a k  

0 4 : 0 0  –  
0 5 : 3 0  

CO M P U T A T I O N ’S  CH A L L E N G E  T O  PO S T H U M A N  TH E O R Y  
M .  B e a t r i c e  F a z i  ( S u s s e x ,  U K )  
M o d e r a t i o n :  J o h a n n e s  S c h i c k  ( C o l o g n e )  

  

0 7 : 0 0  –  
0 8 . 3 0  

EV E N I N G  LE C T U R E  

ST R A N G E  AT T R A C T O R S  -  AN I M A T I N G  PO S T H U M A N  FU T U R E S  PA S T  
D e b b o r a  B a t t a g l i a  ( M o u n t  H o l y o k e ,  U S )  
M o d e r a t i o n :  M a r c e l l o  M u s c a r i  ( C o l o g n e / S a ̃o  P a u l o ,  B r a z i l )  

( a t  l e c t u r e  h a l l  S  0 1 ,  S e m i n a r  b u i l d i n g ,  m a i n  c a m p u s )  
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F r iday ,  27  September  

EXPERIMENTAL FUTURES 
 
 

0 9 : 3 0  –  
1 1 : 0 0  

T I S S U E  E N G I N E E R I N G  A N D  B I O A R T I F I C A L  O R G A N S :  T O W A R D  H U M A N  E N H A N C E M E N T?  
X a v i e r  G u c h e t  ( C o m p i è g n e ,  F r a n c e )  
M o d e r a t i o n :  J o h a n n e s  S c h i c k  ( C o l o g n e )  

 C o f f e e  B r e a k  

1 1 : 3 0  –  
0 1 : 0 0  

F I C T I O N A L  EM O T I O N S  
I n g r i d  V e n d r e l l  F e r r a n  &  M a r c o  C a v a l l a r o  ( B e r l i n  &  C o l o g n e )  
M o d e r a t i o n :  N i k l a s  G r o u l s  ( C o l o g n e )  

 L u n c h  B r e a k  

0 2 : 0 0  –  
0 3 : 3 0  

FU T U R E-WR I T I N G   
R o m a n  B a r t o s c h  ( C o l o gn e )  
M o d e r a t i o n :  T h i e m o  B r e y e r  ( C o l o g n e )  

 C o f f e e  B r e a k  

 

0 4 : 0 0  –  
0 5 : 3 0  

 

FA R E W E L L  
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SPEAKERS & EVENING LECTURES 
 

MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER 23 2019 
 
 

ON THE  L IMITAT IONS  OF  NEW MATERIAL ISM:  DELEUZE’S  “NEW IDEAL ISM”  AND I TS  IMPORTANCE  FOR   
NEW MATERIAL IST  POST-HUMANISM 
Janae Sho l tz  &  Ju l ie  Van  der  Wie len  (Reading ,  US  & Sant iago ,  Ch i le )  
 
De leuze ’s  thought  has  been very  in f luent ia l  for  new mater ia l ism and post-humanism.  Th is  is  no t  
surpr is ing ,  as  he  e labora tes  a  r ich  and r igorous  conceptua l  f ramework wi th in  which  the  mater ia l ,  
corporea l ,  and  sensuous  (as  opposed to  the  idea l ,  sp i r i tua l  and  ra t iona l )  seem to  acquire  an  
onto log ica l  and  ep is temolog ica l  pr ior i ty  h i ther to  a lmost  unheard  o f  in  ph i losophy ,  wi th  the  e th ica l  
consequences  tha t  fo l low f rom th is  (no tab ly  a  decenter ing  o f  the  ra t iona l ,  respons ib le  human 
subjec t ,  which  seemed to  en joy  a  cer ta in  pr iv i lege  over  na ture  and i ts  nonhuman creatures) .  
We wi l l  present  the  new mater ia l is t  current  in  i ts  re la t ion  to  pos t-humanism,  wi th  a  focus  on  what  
is  “new”  about  th is  mater ia l ism,  th is  is ,  a  cer ta in  concept ion  o f  mat ter  as  au to-poet ic  or  
spontaneous ,  in formed by  quantum-phys ics  (one  o f  the  main  representa t ives  o f  th is  current  is  
Karen  Barad) .  Then we wi l l  deve lop  E l i zabeth  Grosz ’s  a f f i rmat ion  tha t  new-mater ia l ism would  
benef i t  f rom a  “new idea l ism”  in  order  to  be  ab le  to  account  for  incorporea l  rea l i ty .  I t  w i l l  be  
argued tha t  new mater ia l ism and post-humanism take  up  on ly  one  aspect  o f  De leuze ’s  thought ,  
the  mater ia l  d imension ,  and  tha t  re- incorpora t ing  the  idea l  d imension  in  h is  thought  would  
prov ide  a  more  comple te  and more  nuanced p ic ture .  
We wi l l  ar t icu la te  the  main  aspects  o f  the  “new idea l ism”  tha t  can  be  found in  De leuze ’s  thought ,  
main ly  focus ing  on  the  no t ions  o f  abs t rac t  machine  and d iagram,  and i l lus t ra te  how these  no t ions  
ind ica te  an  or ig ina l  k ind  o f  idea l  rea l i ty ,  how th is  idea l  rea l i ty  re la tes  to  mat ter ,  and  how th is  is  
in  l ine  wi th  pos t-humanism,  whi le  a lso  be ing  ab le  to  account  for  the  fac t  tha t  thought  and  sense  
are  no t  ar t icu la ted  in  a l l  th ings  in  the  same way .  Th is  wi l l  be  done  through De leuze ’s  Bergsonism,  
which  prov ides  very  concre te  examples  f rom Bergson’s  wr i t ings  on  psychology ,  b io logy  and 
phys ics ,  in  order  to  re th ink  the  re la t ion  be tween mat ter  and  thought .  
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CHALLENGES  OF  TRANSHUMANISM 
Stephen L i l ley  (Fa i r f ie ld ,  US)  
 
The  pref ix  “ t rans”  is  ap t ly  chosen for  t ranshumanism as  i t  may  mean through,  ex tending ,  or  
surpass ing  humanism.   I t  promises  fu l f i l lment ,  no t  rupture ,  and  so  cha l lenges  humanism to  evo lve  
as  should  humani ty .   In  th is  paper  I  wi l l  descr ibe  how t ranshumanis ts  present  th is .    
Most  provocat ive ly ,  t ranshumanis ts  ca l l  for  the  enhancement  o f  the  human body  and l i fe  ex tens ion  
through engineer ing—genet ic ,  computer-neuro log ica l ,  nano ,  robot ics ,  e tc .   They  argue  tha t  the  
l ibera l  humanis t  r igh t  to  contro l  one ’s  body  ex tends  to  the  r igh t  to  augment  one ’s  body .   Far  f rom 
negat ing  the  human essence,  t ranshumanis ts  por t ray  th is  as  l ibera t ing  the  person f rom d isease ,  
impairment ,  and  death .   As  for  the  human popula t ion ,  th is  promises  acce lera ted  and d ivers i f ied  
evo lu t ion .   A l lowed des ign  cho ice ,  t ranshumans wi l l  vary  morpholog ica l ly .   T ranshumanis ts  
embrace  ph i losophica l  funct iona l ism and favor  an  expanded def in i t ion  o f  personhood in  
oppos i t ion  to  what  they  see  as  humanism’s  untenable  spec ies-biased conceptua l i za t ion .    
T ranshumanism is  presented  as  serv ing  democracy  and r igh ts-based sys tems more  e f fec t ive ly  
than  humanism a t  a  t ime when l ibera l  ins t i tu t ions  are  hard  pressed wi th  the  resurgence o f  
react ionary  movements  as  wel l  as  the  eco log ica l  mess  o f  the  Anthropocene.   T ranshumanis ts  
asser t  tha t  humanism has  become inef fec t ive  as  a  mot iva t ing  ideo logy  as  i t  has  eschewed i ts  
u top ian  roo ts .   They  rec la im th is  for  t ranshumanism and pronounce a  bo ld  secular ism,  brazen  
advance o f  sc ience  and technology ,  and  a  rad ica l  depar ture  f rom human h is tory .   Humanis ts ,  o f  
course ,  are  concerned about  th is  and  the i r  counterarguments  wi l l  be  presented  in  th is  paper .    
 
 

IMAGINAT ION  AND ALTERNAT IVE  WORLDS 
 

THROUGH THE  HOME-WORLD TO  THE  AL IEN-WORLD:  A  PHENOMENOLOGICAL  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  ROLE  OF 
PHANTASY  IN  INTERSUBJECT IV ITY  
Rodr igo  Y .  Sandova l  (Co logne,  Germany /  Sant iago ,  Ch i le )  
 
To  what  ex tend is  the  f igure  “encounter  be tween wor lds”  an  appropr ia te  metaphor  to  descr ibe  
rad ica l  in tersubjec t ive  exper iences?  Tak ing  a  phenomenolog ica l  perspect ive ,  th is  paper  exp lores  
the  boundar ies  o f  the  concept  o f  wor ld  in  the  re la t ionsh ip  be tween the  Husser l ian  concepts  o f  
home-wor ld  and a l ien-wor ld .  F i rs t ,  i t  w i l l  be  showed how exper iences  o f  the  a l ien  defy  our  
s i tua ted  expecta t ions  thus  exceeding  the  l imi ts  o f  a  cer ta in  home-wor ld .  Second,  I  wi l l  argue  tha t  
phantasy ,  par t icu lar ly  in  i ts  narra t ive  form,  has  an  aux i l iary  ro le  to  p lay  in  surpass ing  those  l imi ts  
to  enable  an  in tersubjec t ive  encounter  be tween a l ternat ive  wor lds .  F ina l ly ,  I  w i l l  take  Inca  
Garc i laso  de  la  Vega ’s  Comentar ios  Rea les  (1609)  as  an  exemplary  case  o f  the  outputs  and l imi ts  
o f  narra t ive  phantasy  in  rad ica l  in tersubjec t iv i ty .   
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ON IMAGINAT ION  AND SP IR ITS.  THE  POSSIB IL I T IES  FOR  A  HUMAN IN  ANTHROPOLOGY  AND UMBANDA 
Marce l lo  Muscar i  (Co logne/São  Paulo ,  Braz i l )  
 
One  de f in ing  fea ture  o f  an thropo logy  as  a  d isc ip l ine  i s  the  way  i t  f eed  i t se l f  ou t  o f  the  dua l i t y  be tween  
the  un iversa l i t y  o f  human  na ture  and  the  par t i cu lar i t i es  o f  cu l tu ra l  d i f f e rence .  A l though  mos t l y  bu i l t  
a round  the  cu l tu ra l  spec i f i c i t i es  th rough  compar ison ,  t he  genera l  goa l  o f  ach iev ing  un iversa l l y  
app l icab le  genera l i za t i ons  never  l e f t  t he  hor i zon ;  f rom Ma l inowsk i  t o  Durkhe im and  Lev i-S t rauss .  When  
i t  reaches  th is  l eve l  o f  genera l i za t i on  i t  i s  sa id  tha t  the  d isc ip l ine  ge ts  c loser  t o  ph i l osophy .  Th is  
ba lance  i s  kep t  by  the  d isc ip l ine ’s  t rad i t i ona l  concep ts  l i ke  human  mind ,  cu l tu re ,  k insh ip ,  re l ig ion ,  
person  and  more .  
In  th i s  presen ta t i on ,  I  exp lore  the  concep t  o f  imag ina t ion  to  descr ibe  express ive  ac ts  a round  
med iumsh ip  and  sp i r i t  possess ion  in  a  re l ig ious  group  in  Germany  prac t ic ing  an  a f ro-Braz i l i an  re l ig ion  
ca l l ed  Umbanda .  
In  the  end ,  I  w i l l  d raw toge ther  my  descr ip t i on  o f  the i r  p rac t ices  th rough  the  concep t  o f  imag ina t ion  
w i th  the i r  concep ts  and  prac t ices  a round  med iumsh ip  and  spi r i t  possess ion .  In  th i s  way ,  I  emphas i ze  
the  imp l ic i t  aspec ts  o f  bo th  concep ts  tha t  ho ld  the  poss ib i l i t y  o f  b r ing ing  abou t  a l t e rna t i ve  wor lds .  
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TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER 24 2019 
 

AI  AND  OTHER  ANIMALS:  ONTOLOGIES  AND ETHOLOGIES  OF  THE  CYBORGIAN  EVERYDAY 
Seth  G idd ings  (Southampton ,  US)  
 
Popular  d ig i ta l  cu l ture ,  no tab ly  v ideogame cu l ture ,  has  brought  in to  everyday  l i fe  in tense  
cyborg ian  re la t ionsh ips  be tween the  human and the  technolog ica l .  In  th is  presenta t ion  I  wi l l  
address  ar t i f ic ia l  in te l l igence  and ar t i f ic ia l  l i fe  in  v ideogame p lay ;  forms o f  nonhuman agency  
tha t  have  t ransformed everyday  media  cu l ture  and cou ld  be  regarded as  harb ingers  o f  an  
emergent  pos thuman wor ld .  Hopes  for  and  anx ie t ies  about  a  near  fu ture  technolog ica l  env i ronment  
dr iven  by  A I  have  tended to  f igure  nonhuman cogni t ive  and pseudocogni t ive  deve lopments  in  
terms o f  the  fu l l  s imula t ion  o f  human in te l l igence ,  o f  humanoid  robots  ‘ tak ing  over ’ ,  o f  
S ingular i t ies ,  Tur ing  Tes ts  and  Uncanny  Va l leys .  Ye t  s ince  the  la te  1970s  A I  has  been in tegra l  to  
d ig i ta l  popular  cu l ture ,  everyday  media  behav iour  character ised  by  cybernet ic  assemblages  o f  
human bodies ,  computer  hardware  and sof tware  agents ,  and  or ien ted  towards  p lay  and 
enter ta inment .  I  w i l l  take  p lay  wi th  synthet ic  an imals  -  zoomorphic  v ideogame characters  and 
robot  toys  -  as  an  ex tended case  s tudy .  Th is  is  par t ly  to  engage wi th  the  overa l l  themes o f  th is  
summer  schoo l ,  bu t  a lso  because  a t ten t ion  to  ar t i f ic ia l  an imals  cha l lenges  the  dominant  
technolog ica l  imaginary  o f  an thropomorphic  A I ,  wi th  a l l  the  humanis t  baggage tha t  en ta i ls .  Thus ,  
the  ta lk  wi l l  br ing  together  two broad s t reams of  cr i t ica l  pos thumanism:  technocul ture  and in ter-
species  re la t iona l i ty .  S tudy ing  p lay fu l  ar t i f ic ia l  an imals  o f fers  ins ights  in to  es tab l ished and 
emergent  cyborg ian  re la t ionsh ips  be tween the  nonhuman and human:  re la t ionsh ips  o f  p lay  and 
be ing  p layed wi th ,  o f  t ra in ing  and be ing  t ra ined ,  nur tur ing  and be ing  nur tured .  I  w i l l  argue  tha t  
the  an imal i ty  o f  A I  and  A-L i fe  en t i t ies  is  rea l  and  no t  metaphor ica l ,  opening  up  onto log ica l  
quest ions  o f  A I :  what  k ind  o f  spec ia t ion  g ives  r ise  to  par t icu lar  agents ,  what  hab i ta ts  and  what  
k inds  o f  behav iour  character ise  the i r  ex is tence?  What  an thropo log ica l  or  e tho log ica l  methods  
might  we employ  to  s tudy  these  behav iours?  And how is  the  s ta tus  o f  bo th  ‘an imal i ty ’  and  
‘ in te l l igence ’  ach ieved f rom the  cyborg  assemblages  o f  code ,  d ig i ta l  hardware ,  an imated  imagery ,  
bod ies  and minds  in  p lay?   
 
 

HOMO SACER/HOMO DEMENS:  DEMENT IA ,  L ITERATURE,  AND  THE  AFTERL IFE  OF  THE  HUMAN 
P ie ter  Vermeulen  (Leuven,  Be lg ium)  
 
Th is  presenta t ion  approaches  the  d isc ip l inary  and imaginat ive  cha l lenges  un leashed by  the  
unrave l ing  o f  humanism by  focus ing  on  the  top ic  o f  dement ia .  Dement ia  is  no t  on ly  an  increas ing ly  
impor tant  and  urgent  soc ia l  concern ,  i t  a lso  cha l lenges  cruc ia l  aspects  o f  our  cus tomary  
unders tanding  o f  the  human:  the  centra l i ty  o f  memory  and l ingu is t ic  competence  to  our  sense  o f  
ident i ty ,  the  va lues  o f  independence and ra t iona l i ty ,  . . .  By  focus ing  on  a  number  o f  recent  l i terary  
and theore t ica l  engagements  wi th  dement ia  across  d i f ferent  genres ,  I  d iagnose  a  tendency  to  
conce ive  o f  people  wi th  dement ia  as  a  form of  what  G iorg io  Agamben in f luent ia l ly  theor ized  as  
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“bare  l i fe , ”  and  as  on  occas ion  to  d ismiss  any  res idua l  humanism.  In  a  s t range reversa l ,  some 
s t rands  o f  l i tera ture  and theory  tend  to  conver t  the  cogni t ive  dec l ine  and memory  loss  assoc ia ted  
wi th  dement ia  in to  a  s ingular  k ind  o f  ep is temolog ica l  pr iv i lege .  In  contras t  to  th is  tendency ,  I  
argue  for  an  ex tens ion  o f  ra ther  than  a  rad ica l  break wi th  our  ca tegory  o f  the  human—an 
ex tens ion  tha t  recognizes  key  character is t ics  o f  l i fe  wi th  dement ia  as  i r revocably  human.  Through 
a  read ing  o f  a  recent  s tory  by  V ie t  Thanh Nguyen,  I  argue  tha t  l i tera ture  and the  humani t ies  can  
contr ibu te  to  imagin ing  human l i fe  beyond humanism.  
 
 

EVENING LECTURE 
 

THE  OVERDETERMINAT ION  OF  CYBORGIZAT ION… AND WHAT  I T  MEANS 
Chr is  H .  Gray  (Santa  Cruz ,  US)  
 
The  overdeterminat ion  o f  cyborg iza t ion  exp la ins  much about  the  current  s i tua t ion  o f  humans.  And 
i t  revea ls  jus t  as  much about  our  po tent ia l  fu tures  and how they  might  emerge .  Beh ind  the  
immedia te  pursu i t  by  ind iv idua ls  and  organiza t ions  o f  pro f i t ,  power  and immorta l i ty  a  deeper  
force  dr ives  cyborg iza t ion :  human nature .  Evo lu t ion  has  shaped us  to  seek out  knowledge wi th  
the  goa l  o f  contro l--contro l  o f  ourse lves ,  contro l  o f  o thers ,  contro l  o f  the  env i ronment .  One  key  
form of  contro l  is  def in ing  ident i t ies .  The  recent  po l i t ica l  pro l i fera t ion  o f  ident i t ies  is  dr iven  by  
th is  power .  O lder  sexua l ,  gender ,  fami l ia l ,  t r iba l ,  e thn ic ,  na t iona l  and  po l i t ica l  ident i t ies  have  
been f rac tured  in to  a  myr iad  o f  new labe ls .  Jo in ing  th is  cacophony  are  labe ls  about  sent ience ,  
humans,  machines ,  and  the i r  in terconnect ions :  Cyborg ,  b ion ic ,  robot ,  andro id ,  A I ,  t ranshuman,  
pos thuman,  and  so  on .  Pay ing  a t ten t ion  to  es tab l ished sc ience  nomencla ture  can  he lp  us  t rack  
these  terms.  Espec ia l ly  he lp fu l  are  Homo sap iens  sap iens ,  our  ancestors ,  our  cous ins  (Pan! )  and  
our  poss ib le  descendants .   
     Consc iousness  i tse l f  o f ten  seems uncanny .  As  we acce lera te  in to  the  fu ture  the  
technosc ient i f ic  t ransformat ions  o f  the  human are  doubly  so .  We have  t ransformed very  qu ick ly  
f rom too l  cra f t ing  naked apes ,  to  cu l ture-making  co lon izers  o f  the  g lobe ,  to  c i ty  bu i lders  wr i t ing  
our  own h is tor ies ,  to  machin is ts  and  sc ient is ts  in tegra t ing  humans in to  industr ia l  sys tems and 
reengineer ing  our  very  bod ies… Now,  we are  uncanny  cyborgs ,  and  the  issue  is  no t  whether  or  
no t  we wi l l  be  cyborgs  (we are)  or  i f  we wi l l  cont inue  wi th  our  t ransformat ions  (we wi l l…it  is  
overdetermined a f ter  a l l ) ,  bu t  who wi l l  dec ide?  Who wi l l  make the  dec is ions  tha t  shape us?  Not  
jus t  what  new phone we buy ,  what  apps  to  obsess  over ,  what  implant  wi l l  be  our  f i rs t…. But  who 
dec ides  who dec ides?  What  po l i t ica l  economy wi l l  shape us?  Surve i l lance  Capi ta l ism? 
K leptocracy?  Transhumanis t  Soc ia l  Democracy?  S t rong Democracy?  Or  someth ing  new? Agency  is  
the  wi ld  card  o f  the  fu ture .  Wi l l  we  use  i t ,  or  wi l l  we  hand i t  away to  demagogues  or  to  i l lus ions  
about  the  wi l l  power  o f  genes ,  germs,  or  even  nonl iv ing  th ings?  Wi l l  we be  cyborg  c i t i zens ,  
sub jec ts  o f  our  own l ives ,  or  cyborg  ob jec ts  manipu la ted  by  the  most  po tent  powers .  
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WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER 25 2019 
 
 

CAUGHT  IN  COMPARISONS:  HOW POLIT ICAL  ECONOMY RE-MAKES  THE  BODIES  OF  F ISH 
Heather  Anne  Swanson  (Aarhus ,  Denmark )  
 
Compar ison  is  a  powerfu l  wor ld-making  pract ice .  I t  molds  ident i t ies ,  po l i t ics ,  na t iona l  
imaginar ies  and s t ruc tures  o f  d iscourse .  I t  s t ruc tures  the  machinery  o f  academic  ana lys is ,  too .  
Unfo ld ing  wi th in  h is tor ies  o f  co lon iza t ion  and geopol i t ics ,  compar isons  embed themselves  in  and  
shape mater ia l  forms,  pu l l ing  the  tens ions  o f  modern i ty ,  na t ionhood,  and  empire  in to  the  s tu f f  o f  
the  wor ld .  Th is  ta lk  exp lores  the  landscape-making  force  o f  compar isons—how compar isons  
reach out  to  phys ica l ly  reshape more-than-human eco log ies  a long wi th  human l ives .  By  focus ing  
on  sa lmon f isher ies  in  Hokkaido ,  Japan,  th is  ta lk  exp lores  how the  t ransnat iona l  compar isons  o f  
f ishermen,  sc ient is ts ,  government  o f f ic ia ls ,  ind igenous  people ,  and  env i ronmenta l  ac t iv is ts  have  
reconf igured  no t  on ly  pa t terns  o f  g loba l  sa lmon markets  and the  l ives  o f  rura l  f ish ing  communi ty  
res idents ,  bu t  a lso  the  f low of  r ivers  and the  bod ies  o f  f ish .  How,  i t  asks ,  have  the  compar isons  
o f  na t ion-bui ld ing  and landscape deve lopment  come to  shape the  f lesh  and bones  o f  sa lmon,  an  
an imal  centra l  to  th is  is land ’s  economy,  eco logy ,  and  h is tory?  A t tend ing  to  pract ices  o f  
compar ison ,  th is  ta lk  argues ,  is  key  method for  be t ter  unders tanding  how re la t ions  o f  po l i t ica l  
economy become an  evo lu t ionary  force .  
 
 

V IRAL  ECONOMIES:  EXPERIMENTS  WITH  L IFE ,  L IVEL IHOODS,  AND  L IVESTOCK IN   
MORE  THAN HUMAN HEALTH 
Nata l ie  Por ter  (South  Bend,  US)  
 
F i f teen  years  have  passed s ince  the  re-emergence o f  H igh ly  Pa thogenic  Av ian  In f luenza .  And ye t ,  
desp i te  unprecedented  pandemic  preparedness  and response  e f for ts ,  subtypes  o f  the  v i rus  have  
become endemic  to  pou l t ry  in  V ie tnam and a  number  o f  o ther  na t ions .  The  res i l ience  o f  these  
v i ruses  suggests  tha t  i t  i s  t ime to  re imagine  ex is t ing  modes  o f  address ing  in terspec ies  in fec t ions .  
Th is  paper  draws f rom research  on  b i rd  f lu  governance in  V ie tnam to  in terrogate  a  nove l  form of  
g loba l  hea l th ,  One  Hea l th ,  which  is  increas ing ly  s t ruc tured  by  g loba l  l i ves tock  economies .  In  th is  
more  than  human hea l th  arena ,  processes  to  s tandard ize  l i fe  forms and c i rcumscr ibe  l ives tock  
product ion ,  which  create  condi t ions  for  market  un i formi ty  and  commodi ty  mobi l i ty ,  are  
implemented  in  b i rd  f lu  in tervent ions  as  a  means  to  e f fec t  b iosecure  people-poul t ry-pathogen 
exchanges .  Incorpora t ing  hea l th  and  market  agendas ,  such in tervent ions  are  def in ing  the  l i fe  
forms,  l i ve l ihoods  and l i fes ty les  wor th  pro tec t ing  the  wor ld  over .  In  ou tbreak areas ,  however ,  One  
Hea l th  in tervent ions  are  a lso  shaped by  o ther  ways  o f  l i v ing  wi th  pou l t ry  and  pathogens ,  which  
make the i r  ou tcomes as  mul t ip le  as  f lu  v i ruses  themselves .  I  thus  pos i t  One  Hea l th  as  an  
exper imenta l  arena ,  where  the  agents  and subjec ts  o f  v i rus  contro l  are  ( re )def in ing  g loba l  hea l th  
po l icy  and pract ice ,  as  wel l  as  how to  l i ve  together  in  an  era  o f  pandemics .  Ana ly t ica l ly ,  
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exper iments  expose  the  sh i f t ing  va lua t ion  o f  l i fe  forms and forms o f  l i fe  in  a  contex t  o f  zoonot ic  
v i ruses .  Pract ica l ly ,  exper iments  suggest  tha t  incorpora t ing  a  var ie ty  o f  s t ra teg ies  for  l i v ing  
together  wi l l  crea te  a  more  inc lus ive  and purposefu l ly  he terogeneous  “One”  Hea l th .  
 
 

PERFORMANCE  AND READING  EVENT 
 

ANTHROPOSCENES  – CROSSING  BOUNDARIES  OF  ART IST IC  AND SCIENT IF IC  STORYTELL ING 
 
The  evening  is  a  jo in t  event  by  the  DELTA -  Hydrosoc ia l  An thropocene Research  Group and the  
Co logne Summer  School  o f  In terd isc ip l inary  Anthropo logy  ( IV )  Beyond Humanism a t  the  Un ivers i ty  
o f  Co logne  tha t  a ims a t  in terrogat ing  the  boundar ies  o f  academic  and ar t is t ic  s tory te l l ing .  In  the i r  
works ,  Anna Badkhen,  Anastas ia  Gueve l ,  Mar ina  Guzzo ,  and  S ina  Se i fee  engage wi th  quest ions  o f  
what  i t  means  to  l i ve  together  wi th / in  an  increas ing ly  wrecked ear th .  Thereby ,  they  seek to  move 
beyond the  boundar ies  o f  spec ies ,  humans,  non-human an imals ,  myths  and rea l i t ies .  In  the  
Ruf f fac tory  Ehrenfe ld  they  wi l l  confront  us  wi th  hybr id  forms o f  representa t ion  tha t  inc lude  
carefu l ly  cra f ted  language,  ges ture ,  movement ,  sound,  and  imaginary  and inv i te  us  to  exp lore  
wi th  them new -  and in  these  t imes  urgent ly  needed -  modes  o f  s tory te l l ing  in  the  Anthropocene.  
 
Anna Badkhen (R E A D I N G)  
F I S H E R M A N’S  BL U E S  is  an  in t imate  account  o f  l i fe  in  a  West  A f r ican  f ish ing  v i l lage ,  tugged by  
currents  anc ient  and  modern ,  and  dependent  on  an  ocean tha t  is  be ing  rad ica l ly  t ransformed:  The  
sea  is  broken,  f ishermen say .  The  sea  is  empty .  The  gen i i  have  taken the  f ish  e lsewhere .  Here ,  
Badkhen d iscovers ,  a l l  boundar ies  are  permeable–between land  and sea ,  be tween myth  and t ru th ,  
even  between s tory te l ler  and  s tory .  
Wi th  a  v ideoscenery  by  Sandro  S imon 
 
Anastas ia  Gueve l  (P E R F O R M A N C E)  
BE T W E E N  D O G  A N D  W O L F  is  a  so lo  dance  per formance on  De leuze ’s  Abécédaire ,  more  prec ise ly  on  “A  
comme Animal . ”  A  dance  on  “A  comme an imal , ”  bu t  a lso  under ,  wi th ,  aga ins t ,  in  be tween,  a t ,  ou t ,  
a f ter ,  for ,  through:  A  form tha t  does  no t  s imply  inhabi t  these  re la t ions ,  bu t  ra ther  exper iences  the  
sh i f t ing  be tween the  one  and the  o ther .  I t  i s  an  in teract ion  be tween dance and ph i losophy  tha t  
produces  a  moment  o f  indeterminat ion ,  dur ing  which  o ther  layers  o f  unders tanding  become 
access ib le ,  thereby  opening  up  to  a  var ie ty  o f  ways  to  re la te  to  De leuze ’s  thoughts .  
 
Mar ina  Guzzo  (PE R F O R M A N C E)  
IARA  -  D A N C E  F O R  A  M U L T I T U D E  O F  F I S H E S  is  a  pro jec t  tha t  in tegra te  ar t ,  terr i tor ia l  i ssues  and women's  
s tud ies .  I t  i s  a  per formance for  open and publ ic  spaces .  And par t  o f  a  theore t ica l  s tudy  o f  Braz i l ian  
myths  o f  na ture  in  the  Anthropocene.  
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Sina  Se i fee  ( IN S T A L L A T I O N/PE R F O R M A N C E  LE C T U R E )  
CR I T I C A L  BE S T I A R I E S  is  a  long-term co l labora t ive  pro jec t  tha t  bu i lds  on  S ina ’s  ongoing  ar t is t ic  
research  on  an  I ran ian  l i terary  corpus  f rom the  Midd le  Ages .  The  a im of  the  pro jec t  is  to  bu i ld  
and  provoke a  sus ta inab le  in teres t  for  mul t i-spec ies  s tud ies  ( i .e .  humans and non-humans wi th  
whom one must  ge t  on  together ) ,  crea t ing  an  ar t is t ic-scholar ly  space  for  the  quest ions  o f  
mul t ispec ies  in terdependencies ,  t rans la t ion  and inher i tance ,  technology  and s tory te l l ing  now.   



 
CO L O G N E  SU M M E R  SC H O O L  O F  IN T E R D I S C I P L I N A R Y  AN T H R O P O L O G Y  IV  

 17 

THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER 26 2019 
 
 

FLOCKING-INSPIRED  ALGORITHMS 
Anna Lukina  (V ienna)  
 
In  the  las t  years ,  in te l l igent  technolog ies  have  expanded in  an  exponent ia l  fash ion :  f rom 
autonomous cars  to  smar t  c i t ies .  Most  o f  them are  in tended to  rece ive  in format ion  f rom the  
env i ronment  through sensors  and per form appropr ia te  ac t ions  us ing  ac tua tors  o f  the  contro l l ing  
un i t .  Th ink ing  o f  drones ,  one  might  f i rs t  imagine  large  sophis t ica ted  remote ly  contro l led  aer ia l  
veh ic les .  The  technolog ica l  t rend  is ,  however ,  d i rec ted  towards  comple te ly  au tonomous agents .  
In  th is  regard ,  micro  a i r  veh ic les  in  a  format ion  are  one  o f  the  most  in teres t ing  l ines  in  drone  
research .  A  co l lec t ion  o f  smal l  en t i t ies  tak ing  dec is ions  for  themselves  coopera t ive ly  based on  
the  g loba l  ob jec t ive  and loca l  in format ion  is  a  phenomenon wel l-observed in  na ture  and on ly  
par t ia l ly  implemented  in  technology .  Researchers  in  mul t ip le  d isc ip l ines  co l labora t ive ly  have  
deve loped centra l i zed  and d is t r ibu ted  approaches  to  contro l  large  format ions  o f  drones .  They  
learned to  mimic  f lock ing  behav iours  and employ  na ture- insp i red  opt imiza t ion  techniques  for  
contro l .  Nowadays ,  we can  en joy  qu i te  impress ive  micro-drone a i r  shows,  which  are  in  most  
cases  insp i red  by  swarm behav iour .  There  is  ye t  a  l imi ted  body  o f  work  on  br ing ing  unmanned 
veh ic les  in to  organized  format ions  to  save  energy  consumpt ion .  Th is  is  an  ongoing  research  tha t  
a t t rac ts  a  lo t  o f  in teres t  in  aerospace and av ion ics  communi ty .  The  a i rp lane  industry  is  making  
every  e f for t  to  lower  the i r  fue l  cos ts  by  as  l i t t le  as  one  percent .  In  August  2017 ,  Boe ing  Co .  and  
NASA announced a  co l labora t ion  on  reducing  fue l  consumpt ion  o f  commerc ia l  f l igh ts  by  copy ing  
the  ways  in  which  migra tory  b i rds  successfu l ly  per form long-dis tance  f l igh ts .  
In  th is  ta lk ,  we wi l l  take  a  c loser  look  a t  ex is t ing  a lgor i thms imi ta t ing  b i rd  f lock ing  and the i r  
app l ica t ions  in  sc ience ,  industry ,  and  ar ts .  I  inv i te  you  to  a  d iscuss ion  on  poss ib le  advances  in  
th is  l ine  o f  research  and fu ture  tha t  is  no  longer  f ic t ion .  
 
 

COMPUTAT ION’S  CHALLENGE  TO  POSTHUMAN THEORY 
M.  Beatr ice  Faz i  (Sussex ,  UK)  
 
In  th is  ta lk ,  I  want  to  address  the  way  in  which  pos thuman theory  can  th ink  o f  technology  ( in  
genera l )  and  computa t ion  ( in  the  spec i f ic ) .  Undoubted ly ,  the  pos thuman turn  in  the  humani t ies  
has  produced exc i t ing  and rad ica l  reconceptua l isa t ions  o f  the  manner  in  which  i t  i s  poss ib le  to  
ta lk  o f  sub jec t iv i ty  and  agency .  Most  in teres t ing ly ,  pos thuman theory  has  argued aga ins t  any  form 
of  na tura l isa t ion  and un iversa l isa t ion  o f  the  ‘o ther ’ ,  and  advocated  for  exper iment ing  wi th  
he terogeneous  re la t ions  among d i f feren t  types  o f  sub jec ts  and  agents—rela t ions  tha t ,  accord ing  
to  pos thumanism,  are  immanent ,  embodied ,  and  a lways  genera ted  wi th in  the  contex t  o f  l i ved  
exper ience .  Debates  in  pos thuman theory  have  a lso  o f ten  addressed the  s i tua tedness  o f  th is  
he terogeneous  re la t iona l i ty  v ia  the  concept  o f  the  assemblage .  Th is  is  a  conceptua l  veh ic le  tha t  



 
CO L O G N E  SU M M E R  SC H O O L  O F  IN T E R D I S C I P L I N A R Y  AN T H R O P O L O G Y  IV  

 18 

successfu l ly  coveys  pos thuman theory ’s  a t ten t ion  towards  the  env i ronmenta l  and  
technolog ica l ly-media ted  t ransversa l  bonds  tha t  construct  bo th  be ing  and knowing.  Wi th  th is  ta lk ,  
however ,  I  want  to  focus  on  how contemporary  deve lopments  in  comput ing  are  cha l leng ing  th is  
pos thuman theor isa t ion  o f  the  techno-human assemblage .  In  par t icu lar ,  I  w i l l  argue  tha t  the  21 s t -
century  computa t iona l  au tomat ion  o f  th ink ing  procedures  po in ts  beyond the  assemblage  to  
express  ins tead  a  form of  technolog ica l  a l ter i ty  for  which  there  is  no  shared  ex is ten t ia l  ground.  
Pursu ing  th is  l ine  o f  argumenta t ion  wi l l  br ing  me to  address  those  conceptua l  issues  tha t  might  
emerge  when look ing  a t  computa t iona l  technolog ies  through the  lens  o f  v i ta l ism and a f fec t  theory .  
My argument  wi l l  deve lop  by  cons ider ing  how the  la t ter  have  onto log ica l ly  e labora ted  no t ions  
such as  ‘ indeterminacy ’ ,  ‘process ’  and  ‘ac tua l isa t ion ’ .  I  w i l l  then  c la im tha t  computa t iona l  
sys tems ask  us  to  re-work  these  no t ions  so  as  to  cons ider  the  poss ib i l i ty  o f  no t  reaching  an  
onto log ica l  conc i l ia t ion—or an  ‘assoc ia ted  mi l ieu ’—between the  human and the  technica l ,  due  
to  the  spec i f ic  conf igura t ion  be tween abstrac t ion  and exper ience  tha t  these  sys tems g ive  r ise  to .   
 
 

EVENING LECTURE 
 

STRANGE  ATTRACTORS  -  ANIMAT ING  POSTHUMAN FUTURES  PAST 
Debbora  Bat tag l ia  (Mount  Ho lyoke ,  US)  
 
On  th is  occas ion ,  I  o f fer  some thoughts  f rom a  technonatura l  ar t  ins ta l la t ion ,  recent ly  s taged in  
the  cour tyard  o f  A thens ’  V i l la  Hypat ia .  T i t led  The  G i f t  o f  Automat ion  by  ar t is t  Pe t ros  Mor is ,  
scu lp tura l  composi t ions  o f  human and nonhuman f igures  re la te  in  per forming a  co l l is ive  poet ics  
o f  t ime and mater ia l i ty .  These  range in  the  f i rs t  ins tance  f rom i tera t ions  o f  anc ient  au tomata  to  
3D  scanned pros the t ic  hands ,  and  in  the  second,  f rom rocks ,  meta ls ,  and  g lass  to  cement  and  
b iodegradable  po lymers .  The  e f fec t  is  o f  an  ar t  commons in  which  publ ics  inhabi t  tens ions  tha t  
s tand  to  genera te  he ightened consc iousness  o f  pos thuman in tersubjec t iv i ty .  The  ins ta l la t ion ,  
which  is  purposefu l ly  s i te-speci f ic  to  aus ter i ty  A thens ,  serves  two pr imary  purposes .  In  one  
reg is ter ,  i t s  tens ions  spark  dehabi tua t ion  to  everyday  encounters  wi th  formal  e lements  o f  the  
c i ty ’s  bu i l t  env i ronment ,  s ta t ing  the i r  indebtedness  to  anc ient  Greek narra t ives  and scenar ios  
tha t  choreograph soc ia l  prac t ice ;  in  another ,  i t  exposes  the  t ime and mater ia ls  o f  cosmo/po l i t ica l  
in f ras t ruc tures  to  cr i t ique  o f  s ta te  narra t ives  ty ing  the  ident i ty  o f  Greece  to  myths  o f  
technosc ient i f ic  “progress” .   A l together ,  the  ins ta l la t ion  po in t  to  Co ld  War  debates  in  one  d i rec t  
and  to  A . I .  debates  in  another ,  which  the  composi t ions ,  funct ion ing  as  “s t range a t t rac tors”  for  
urban publ ics ,  s imul taneous ly  i tera te  and modula te .  As  he  den ies  The  Fa tes  the i r  ho ld  on  human 
agency  broadly  speaking ,  or  ear th l ings  the i r  den ia l  o f  s tand ing  a t  l i fe-or-death  e th ica l  thresho lds  
o f  technonatura l  uncer ta in ty ,  Mor is  ho lds  technosc ient i f ic  an thropomorphism up to  cr i t ica l  
scru t iny  as  wel l .  In  h is  words ,  “ I f  there  is  any  poss ib i l i ty  o f  th ink ing  about  sub jec t iv i ty  in  terms 
o f  au tomated  technology ,  i f  there  is  any  poss ib i l i ty  o f  deepening  human in tersubjec t iv i ty  towards  
o ther  be ings ,  we have  to  work  hard  to  escape the  imagery  assoc ia ted  wi th  what  we know as  human 
in te l l igence . ”    
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FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER 27 2019 
 
 

T ISSUE  ENGINEERING  AND B IOART IF ICAL  ORGANS:  TOWARD HUMAN ENHANCEMENT? 
Xav ier  Guchet  (Compiègne,  France)  
 
New approaches  in  t issue  engineer ing  (TE ) ,  combin ing  ce l l  cu l ture ,  b ioengineer ing ,  mater ia l  
sc iences ,  mathemat ica l  model ing  and 3D b io-pr in t ing ,  g ive  hope  tha t  in  a  no t  too  d is tan t  fu ture ,  
comple te  b ioar t i f ic ia l  organs  wi l l  be  des igned and prov ide  accura te  organ supply  and even 
rep lacement  to  pa t ien ts .  Th is  promise  prompts  bo th  enthous iasm and worry :  beyond medica l  
purpose ,  does  TE  pave  the  way  for  improv ing  human organs  by  means o f  des ign?  And is  TE  c lose  
to  va l ida te  the  so-ca l led  Car tes ian  par tes  ex t ra  par tes  v iew of  the  Human organism,  cons ider ing  
i t  a  mere  machine  which  na t ive  par ts  cou ld  be  rep laced by  opt imized  b ioar t i f ic ia l  ones  a t  wi l l?  I  
propose  to  descr ibe  what  TE  exact ly  is  and  what  current  approaches  in  TE  are ,  in  order  to  be t ter  
address  the  ep is temolog ica l  and  e th ica l  issues  i t  ra ises ,  and  to  counter  the  human enhancement  
debate  around i t .  
 

F ICT IONAL  EMOT IONS 
Íngr id  Vendre l l  Ferran  & Marco  Cava l laro  (Ber l in  &  Co logne,  Germany)  
 
Why is  i t  tha t  we respond emot iona l ly  to  p lays ,  movies ,  and  nove ls  and  fee l  moved by  characters  
and s i tua t ions  tha t  we know to  be  f ic t iona l?  Th is  quest ion  const i tu tes  the  kerne l  o f  the  “paradox  
o f  f ic t ion”  and  speaks  to  the  perennia l  themes o f  ph i losophy ,  and  remains  o f  in teres t  to  th is  day .  
In  our  ta lk ,  we wi l l  d iscuss  the  d i f ferent  so lu t ions  to  the  paradox  in  contemporary  ph i losophy  and 
then  present  the  po tent ia l  o f  phenomenolog ica l  accounts  to  so lve  the  paradox .  
The  ta lk  is  s t ruc tured  in  three  main  par ts .  In  the  f i rs t  par t  o f  the  ta lk ,  we wi l l  present  the  paradox  
o f  f ic t ion  and d iscuss  the  main  pos i t ions  in  the  debate .  The  second sect ion  is  devoted  to  Husser l ’s  
approach on  the  top ic .  Fo l lowing  Husser l ,  we argue  tha t  the  exper ience  o f  f ic t iona l  emot ions  
enta i ls  a  sp l i t t ing  o f  the  sub jec t  be tween a  rea l  and  a  phantasy  ego .  F ic t iona l  emot ions  are  thus  
def ined  as  phantasy  emot ions  o f  the  phantasy  ego .  In  the  th i rd  sect ion ,  we wi l l  present  and  
d iscuss  the  ear ly  phenomenolog ica l  approaches  on  the  power  o f  the  imaginat ion  on  our  emot iona l  
responses .  A t ten t ion  wi l l  be  pa id  main ly  to  E lse  Vo ig t länder ’s ,  Wi l ly  Haas  and A lexander  P fänder ’s  
accounts  on  the  poss ib i l i ty  for  a  fee l ing  to  be  inauthent ic .  We wi l l  show tha t  the  idea  o f  inauthent ic  
fee l ings  can  be  very  usefu l  to  unders tand our  emot iona l  responses  to  f ic t ion .  
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FUTURE-WRIT ING 
Roman Bar tosch (Co logne,  Germany)  
 
What  ro le  can  and does  f ic t iona l  narra t ive  have  in  these  per i lous  t imes? S tar t ing  f rom 
observat ions  concern ing  dys top ian  sc ience  f ic t ion  and o ther ,  ‘ fu ture-or ien ted ’  l i terary  tex ts ,  my 
ta lk  wi l l  assess  current  deve lopments  in  env i ronmenta l  cr i t ic ism,  human-animal  s tud ies ,  and  
posthumanism and d iscuss  the  po tent ia l  o f  l i tera ture  when specula t ing  about ,  or  even  br ing ing  
in to  ex is tence ,  a l ternat ive  fu tures .  Wi th  a  spec ia l  focus  on  the  summer  schoo l ’s  key  themes – 
‘cyborgs ,  an imals ,  da ta  swarms’  – the  ta lk  d iscusses  quest ions  o f  l i terary  theory ,  canonic i ty ,  and  
tex tua l  form and pays  par t icu lar  a t ten t ion  to  the  ro le  o f  read ing  and teaching  f ic t ion  in  the  contex t  
o f  what  Ami tav  Ghosh has  ca l led  the  ‘Great  Derangement ’  o f  our  t ime:  c l imate  change and the  
unth inkabi l i ty  o f  ca tas t rophe on  a  g loba l  sca le .   
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PARTICIPANT PRESENTATIONS 
 

TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER 24 2019 
 
 

TTTT.  TENTACULARITY,  STAY ING  WITH  TROUBLE,  TERRAPOLIS  AND  TECHNOBIOPOL IT ICS:  WHAT  DONNA 
HARAWAY BRINGS  NEW TO  POLIT ICAL  THEORY  AND HOW? 
Augustė  Dementav ič ienė  (V i ln ius ,  L i thuania )  
 
The  main  idea  o f  my ta lk  is  to  in terpre t  the  l ink  be tween the  changing  unders tanding  o f  the  human,  
humani ty  and  the  changing  unders tanding  o f  the  po l i t ica l  rea lm.  Haraway be l ieves  tha t  new 
technolog ies ,  cyborgs ,  c l imate  change can  br ing  to  us  the  cha l lenges  tha t  wi l l  he lp  us  to  f ind  the  
new ways  to  re th ink  what  is  po l i t ics  and how to  behave  po l i t ica l ly .  To  unders tand and re in terpre t  
Haraway I  dec ided  to  go  back to  the  or ig ina l  tex ts  and  inc lude  those  tex ts  tha t  are  less  eva lua ted  
or  c i ted  in  academia .  When I  s tar ted  to  read  I  a lso  had  the  quest ion  in  my mind,  how Haraway 
descr ibes ,  unders tands ,  recreates  the  idea  o f  po l i t ics .  In  what  contex ts  she  uses  the  term,  what  
k ind  o f  the  purpose  she  has  to  wr i te  about  po l i t ics  in  the  par t icu lar  paragraph and so  on .  In  th is  
ta lk  I  wi l l  represent  the  four  T  ideas  which  are  a l l  in terconnected  but  grasps  d i f ferent  aspects  o f  
the  po l i t ics .  In  order  to  fu l ly  unders tand the  ideas  o f  Haraway,  you  have  to  go  back to  some loca l  
s i tua ted  knowledge which  cou ld  lead  you  in  the  pa th  o f  unders tanding  what  thoughts  are  thought  
and  why.  Therefore ,  by  s tory te l l ing  and reus ing  the  four  T  ideas  I  am t ry ing  to  re f lec t  the  
exper ience  o f ,  be ing  in  the  constant  in-betweeness ,  by  be ing  born  in  V i ln ius ,  which  h is tory  is  fu l l  
o f  examples  how Bacht in ian  po lyphony  cou ld  and cou ld  no t  ex is t  in  rea l i ty .  
 
 

OUR TROUBLED  TERRAINS—THE GRIEF  OF  OUR GHOSTS  AND NEW NARRAT IVES  OF  MOURNING  OUTSIDE  
OF  HUMAN EXCEPT IONAL ISM 
Jacquel ine  Moul ton  (Seat t le ,  US)  
  
Language,  which  is  the  d iscours ive  work  o f  borders  and boundar ies—not  on ly  o f  po l i t ic  and  o f  
geographic  but  o f  the  se l f ,  per forms the  work  o f  ident i fy ing  who or  what  inher i ts  meaning ,  power ,  
and  susta inab i l i ty .  We are  l iv ing  upon a  t roubled  ear th  and our  contemporary  t ime,  o f ten  re ferred  
to  as  the  anthropocene,  cou ld  be  def ined  as  a  cr is is  o f  dwel l ing .  For  Jean-Luc Nancy ,  the  cr is is  
is  the  need to  remake forms o f  meaning  (2008) .  Meaning  on  a  t roubled  terra in  o f  ear th  and po l i t ic  
must  be  remade through a  mourn ing-wi th .  Donna Haraway wr i tes ,  “ jus t  who is  a t  home must  
permanent ly  be  in  quest ion”  (2003) .  I  be l ieve  th is  to  be  our  contemporary  quest ion ,  the  quest ion  
which  ca l ls  us  to  engage wi th  tha t  which  is  ou ts ide  o f  the  narra t ive  o f  human except iona l ism and 
in  which  we learn  tha t  is  no t  on ly  the  human who mourns .  Mourn ing  is  the  ac t  o f  dwel l ing ,  dwel l ing  
wi th in  loss ,  devasta t ion ,  ex t inc t ion .  What  has  been devasta ted ,  rendered  ex t inc t ,  no  longer  a t  
home? Th is  pro jec t  argues  tha t  l i v ing  upon a  ruptured  ear th  requires  a  mourn ing-wi th—a 
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mourning-wi th  tha t  which  is  o ther .  The  language o f  mourn ing  is  the  language o f  the  spectra l—
ghosts  as  conceptua l  metaphors  and be ings  o f  our  forget t ing  and our  v io lence ,  the  mirage  o f  tha t  
which  we have  rendered  ex t inc t .  The  spectra l  revea ls  the  human in  a  pos t-  human wor ld  as  guest  
( inher i tor )  wi th  our  inher i tance  be ing  one  o f  gr ie f—for  Derr ida  wr i tes ,  “as  inher i tors  we are  
a lways  in  mourn ing”  (1993) .  Th is  pro jec t  is  a  ph i losophica l  d iscuss ion  on  mourn ing  o f  unut terab le  
losses  through the  language o f  the  spectra l .  Through the  work  o f  Derr ida ,  Phe lan ,  Haraway and 
ghosts ,  an imals ,  cyborgs  (crea tures  o f  o therness)  the  argument  is  made as  a  d ia logue to  
re imagine  an  e th ica l  dwel l ing  wi th in  our  contemporary  t roubled  terra ins  as  a  mourn ing-wi th ,  for  
there  is  much ( together )  a t  s take .   
 
 

F ICHTE  ON  THE  D IV IS ION  OF  HUMAN NATURE:  A  CONTRIBUT ION  TO  THE  DEBATE  ON  TRANSHUMANISM  
Masafumi  Sakura i  (Kyoto ;  Japan)   
 
Th is  paper  presents  F ich te ’s  unders tanding  o f  “human nature” ,  and  h is  d is t inc t ive  proposa l  about  
the  vocat ion  o f  humani ty .  Johann Got t l ieb  F ich te  (1762-1814)  made a  c lass ica l  contr ibu t ion  to  
f i rs t  ph i losophy  in  h is  demanding  and abstruse  “Doctr ine  o f  Sc ience”  (Wissenschaf ts lehre) .  
A longs ide  the  var ious  vers ions  o f  th is  work  he  adopted  a  more  popular  tone  in  publ ic  lec tures ,  
exp la in ing  h is  fundamenta l  thoughts  in  s imple  words ,  and  encourag ing  h is  hearers  to  cons ider  
the  va l id i ty  o f  h is  ph i losophy .  In  “Some Lectures  concern ing  the  Scholar ’s  Vocat ion”  (1794) ,  he  
ana lyzed  human nature  as  be longing  to  two d i f ferent  wor lds ,  and  se t  for th  gu ide l ines  for  handl ing  
the  mora l  deve lopment  o f  th is  two- s ided  naure  o f  ours .  In  th is  paper ,  I  a t tempt  to  c lar i fy  the  
character  o f  F ich te ’s  c lass ica l  humanis t ic  v iew in  order  to  contr ibu te  to  the  debate  concern ing  
t ranshumanism.   
The  f i rs t  sec t ion  br ie f ly  addresses  F ich te ’s  account  o f  the  twofo ld—sensib le  and ra t iona l—
modes o f  the  human nature  and the  re la ted  concept ion  o f  the  human be ing ’s  “dr ive  toward  
comple te  harmony wi th  h imsel f ” .  Then ,  I  t race  F ich te ’s  exp lanat ion  o f  the  human be ing ’s  var ious  
dut ies ,  in  l igh t  o f  the  quest ion  ”how should  we t rea t  our  inner  sens ib i l i ty?”  F ina l ly ,  I  eva lua te  
F ich te ’s  th ink ing  about  the  harmony between the  sens ib le  and  the  ra t iona l  in  terms o f  rea l i z ing  
the  human vocat ion .  I f  the  so-ca l led  “ t ranshumanis t ic  era”  is  cha l leng ing  our  long  es tab l ished 
ca tegor ies ,  a  cons idera t ion  o f  F ich te ’s  unders tanding  o f  human needs  and purpose  may he lp  us  
bo th  to  renew and to  s tab i l i ze  our  mora l  s tandards .   
 
 

FREE  WILL:  HUMAN AGENT  AND NONHUMAN AGENT   
Pu jar in i  Das  (Kanpur ,  Ind ia )  
 
The  concept  ‘ f ree  wi l l ’  can  be  approached f rom var ious  perspect ives .  The  conceptua l  
unders tanding  o f  f ree  wi l l  i s  the  power  o f  ra t iona l  agents  to  make cho ices  a  course  o f  ac t ion  f rom 
var ious  a l ternat ives .  There  are  numerous  v iews tha t  ‘whether  the  ex is tence  o f  f ree  wi l l  i s  rea l , ’  
which  is  s t i l l  unso lved  or  d isproved cha l lenge  not  on ly  for  ph i losophers  but  a lso  for  sc ient is ts .  
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There  are  severa l  conf l ic t ing  v iews about  the  prob lem of  f ree  wi l l ,  such as :  Are  human be ings ’  
ac t ions  f ree  or  are  they  de termined by  constra in ts  or  emot ions  or  s i tua t ions  over  which  they  have  
no  contro l?  And i f  a l l  human ac t iv i t ies  are  de termined by  sc ient i f ic  laws and forces  which  are  
ent i re ly  beyond our  contro l ,  then  what  would  be  the  po in t  o f  making  p lans  for  the  fu ture?  However ,  
f ree  wi l l  seems to  be  a  centra l  character is t ic .  To  some ex tent ,  l ike  human agents ,  non-human 
agents  ( l ike  computers ,  robots )  are  de termin is t ic  dev ices  because  someone who knows the  
program and input  can  pred ic t  h is  or  her  behav iour  in  advance.  S t i l l ,  the  most  debated  quest ions  
about  the  nonhuman agent  are  the  worr isome issue  for  us ,  which  I  would  l ike  to  d iscuss  in  my 
paper  tha t  ‘does  the  nonhuman agent  l ike  humanoid  robot  Sophia  exh ib i t  f ree  wi l l? ’  and  i f  yes ,  
‘whether  Sophia  is  mora l ly  respons ib le  for  her  ac t ions  and i ts  consequences? ’  and  ‘does  she  
exerc ise  her  sub jec t ive  judgment  for  tak ing  any  cho ices  dur ing  the  dec is ion  procedures? ’  
 
 

GERMINAR:  SOME TOOLS  FOR  PRACT IC ING  THE  OTHERWISE 
Jespa  Jacob K le in fe ld  &  Loren  Br i t ton  (Bonn/Co logne,  Germany)  
 
Our  presenta t ion  wi l l  focus  on  s imple  theore t ica l  and  pedagogica l  too ls  in formed by  our  
co l labora t ion  on  our  for thcoming course  t i t led :  Germinar :  Language,  Power ,  S tory te l l ing ,  a  too l  
box  for  pract ic ing  the  o therwise .   
The  course  wi l l  center  exper iences  f rom t rans*  and gender  non-conforming-people  through 
express ions  o f  in terrupt ion ,  s topp ing ,  open-endedness ,  and  non-narra t ive  ar t icu la t ions .  We wi l l  
look  to  examples  coming f rom personal  narra t ives  and co l lec t ive  ac t ions  to  make v is ib le  
perspect ives  f rom these  under  represented  communi t ies .   
Our  in teres t  is  on  the  sh i f t  f rom theor ies  centered  on  ident i ty ,  towards  mul t i face ted  perspect ives  
tha t  are  in formed by  less  academic  processes  o f  knowledge gather ing  inc lud ing  d is_in tegrat ion ,  
and  emot ions  through in teract ion .  In  th is  way  we exp lore  how our  knowledge is  inherent ly  
s t ruc tured  on  a  sys tem bui l t  f rom car tes ian  dua l is t  d iv ides  and how th inkers  l ike  Karen  Barad  
and her  no t ions  o f  agent ia l  rea l ism he lp  to  undo these  sys tems.  
For  our  presenta t ion  a t  Beyond Humanism we wi l l  present  3  d i f ferent  too ls  tha t  wi l l  he lp  ourse lves  
and our  audience  to  unpack the i r  own b iases  and perspect ives  and pract ice  non-standard  modes  
o f  knowledge product ion  for  the i r  own research ,  or  wi th in  a  teaching  se t t ing .  These  wi l l  be  
insp i red  by  ways  o f  work ing  in formed by  rad ica l  pedagogy  and in  an  e f for t  to  crea te  a  space  to  
re learn  how to  do  and how to  l i s ten .  
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BODY-HACKING:  TRANSFORMATION  OF  BODY  CONCEPT ION  FROM THE  PERSPECT IVE  OF  TECHNOLOGICAL  
BODY  MODIF ICAT IONS   
Jana  Kadlecová  (O lomouc,  Czech Republ ic )  
  
Th is  ta lk  wi l l  present  an  ongoing  doctora l  an thropo log ica l  research  pro jec t  on  the  body-hacking  
phenomenon,  a  t rend in  body  modi f ica t ions  tha t  inc ludes  the  deve lopment ,  product ion  and use  o f  
var ious  technolog ica l  implants  ou ts ide  o f  the  scope o f  ins t i tu t iona l  medica l  care .  Tak ing  upon the  
unders tanding  o f  body  as  a  medium and o f  embodiment  as  an  exper ience  tha t  is  const i tu t ive  o f  
human (Wegenste in ,  2006)  as  the  main  quest ion  ar ises  the  one  about  spec i f ic  exper ience  o f  human 
embodiment  in  the  pract ice  o f  body-hacking .  Drawing f rom the  pre l iminary  f ind ings  about  body-
hackers  in  Czech Republ ic ,  I  w i l l  show how th is  pract ice  s igna l i zes  a  sh i f t  o f  percept ion  o f  
in tu i t ive  concepts  such as  organic  and  ar t i f ic ia l ,  or  na ture  and technology ,  as  these  ca tegor ies  
are  for  body-hackers  seen as  los ing  the i r  s t r ic t  d i f ferent ia t ion .  In  react ion  to  a forement ioned 
f ind ings ,  I  w i l l  cr i t ica l ly  re f lec t  upon the  t rad i t iona l  foundat ions  o f  soc ia l  sc iences  tha t  dea l  wi th  
an  ind iv idua l ’s  sub jec t ive  perspect ive  when s tudy ing  corporea l i ty ,  which  lead  to  a  reproduct ion  
o f  the  d ichotomy o f  sub jec t /ob jec t  and  body/mind which  are  revea led  as  res t r ic t ive  in  the  research  
o f  cybercorporea l i ty .  Th is  issue  is  log ica l ly  d i rec t ing  towards  theore t ica l  and  conceptua l  
foundat ions  o f  symmetr ica l  an thropo logy  tak ing  in to  account  the  ro le  o f  non-human actors  and 
the  mater ia l i ty  o f  the  wor ld  (based on  the  works  o f  Bruno  La tour ,  John Law,  e tc . ) ,  cer ta in  aspects  
o f  pos thumanism d iscourse  and media  theory ,  which  prov ide  a  ground for  reconceptua l i za t ion  o f  
human body  tha t  is  product  o f  techno-human in terconnect ions .   
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WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER 25 2019 
 
 

PHILOSOPHICAL  PRIMATOLOGY:  WHAT,  I F  ANYTHING,  ARE  PRECURSORS? -  AND HOW DO THEY  RELATE  
TO  THESES  OF  ANTHROPOLOGICAL  D IFFERENCE? 
Hannes  Wendler  (He ide lberg ,  Germany)  
 
How do  precursors  and theses  o f  an thropo log ica l  d i f ference  re la te?  In  inves t iga t ing  th is  quest ion ,  
I  have  s tar ted  out  by  d i f ferent ia t ing  a  broad and a  narrow sense  o f  what  can  be  meant  by  the  
no t ion  o f  precursors .  A f terwards ,  I  have  in t roduced the  no t ion  o f  the  anthropo log ica l  d i f ference  
as  presented  by  Wi ld  (2007)  and  proceeded to  t ransform i t  in to  a  new account  o f  what  can  be  
meant  by  theses  o f  an thropo log ica l  d i f ference .  Th is  account  a l lows to  d i f ferent ia te  a  s t rong and 
severa l  modera te  vers ions  o f  theses  o f  an thropo log ica l  d i f ference .  Apply ing  th is  d i f ferent ia ted  
account  to  the  case  s tudy  o f  voca l  t rac t  anatomy and neura l  contro l  as  proposed precursors  for  
language has  proven usefu l  in  re la t ing  the  no t ions  o f  precursors  to  tha t  o f  the  anthropo log ica l  
d i f ference .  Nex t ,  I  have  e labora ted  fur ther  on  the  formal  re la t ion  be tween precursors  and theses  
o f  an thropo log ica l  d i f ference .  I  have  done so  espec ia l ly  wi th  regards  to  the  exc lus iv i ty  and  
const i tu t ion  cr i ter ia  o f  such theses  as  wel l  as  for  the  no t ion  o f  s imi lar i ty  employed in  arguments  
by  ana logy .  Fo l lowing  th is ,  I  have  turned to  the  assoc ia ted  no t ions  o f  an thropomorphism and 
anthropodenia l  and  i l lus t ra ted  how precursors  can  be  in t roduced in  l igh t  o f  bo th  o f  them,  
h igh l igh t ing  the i r  ro le  in  opera t iona l is ing  re levant  prox imate  mechanisms.  Las t ly ,  I  have  out l ined  
how an  anthropodeny ing  research  b ias  is  in t roduced v ia  the  methodology  o f  f requent is t  s ta t is t ics  
and recommended Bayes ian  s ta t is t ics  as  wel l  as  employ ing  a  less  conf i rmatory  research  
f ramework as  remedies  to  sa id  b ias .  I  have  done so ,  i .a . ,  by  d iscuss ing  soc ia l  expecta t ions  as  
proposed precursors  to  mora l .  
 
 

READING  MATTERS,  MATERIAL  READINGS:  POET ICS  OF  RELAT IONAL ITY  IN  A  STORIED  WORLD 
Nata l ie  Deder ichs ,  (Bonn,  Germany)  
 
The  B iosemio t ic  ins ight  tha t  more-than-human agencies  are  in  fac t  capable  o f  s tory ing ,  however  
pre-  or  non-l inguis t ic  the i r  s ign i f ica t ion  processes  might  be  compared to  an thropogenic  modes  
o f  ar t icu la t ion ,  has  no t  on ly  led  to  a  re-conceptua l isa t ion  o f  the  human as  one  “semio t ic  crea ture”  
amongst  many o thers ,  bu t  a lso  cha l lenged concepts  l ike  agency  and narra t iv i ty . 1 I f  be ing  recept ive  
and respons ive  to  a  wor ld  which  is  no t  on ly  fu l l  o f  bu t  ra ther  made o f  mater ia l-semio t ic  ac t iv i ty  
is  far  f rom be ing  a  human pr iv i lege  and i f  we are  to  engender  ways  o f  exper ienc ing  our  embodied  
re la t iona l i ty  as  env i ronmenta l ly  embedded be ings ,  the  quest ion  o f  how we can perce ive  the  
narra t ive  d imensions  o f  p lanetary  rea l i ty  becomes o f  centra l  impor tance  in  the  Env i ronmenta l  
Humani t ies .  

 
1 Jesper Hoffmeyer. Biosemiotics: An Examination Into the Signs of Life and the Life of Signs. Scranton & London: 
The University of Scranton Press, 2008, p. 309. 
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Drawing on  the  New Mater ia l is t  idea  tha t  mat ter ,  whether  human or  more-than-human,  can  be  
t raced both  in  tex ts  and  as  tex t ,  th is  paper  wi l l  f i rs t  emphas ise  the  ro le  o f  narra t ive  forces  in  re-
creat ing  and making  exper ienceable  the  in terre la tedness  o f  human and more-than-human 
agencies .  In  th is  contex t ,  I  w i l l  exp lore  creat ive  processes  o f  meaning-making  and wor ld  bu i ld ing  
as  we f ind  them in  pract ices  o f  ‘ read ing ’ .  By  focuss ing  on  the  in tercorporea l  and  h igh ly  a f fec t ive  
character  o f  tex tua l  read ing  and compar ing  i t  to  more  non-consc ious  modes  o f  respons iveness ,  I  
w i l l  propose  a  no t ion  o f  read ing  as  a  shared  form of  wi t tern  [German for  scent ing ,  sens ing] .  Such 
a  pos thumanis t  perspect ive  on  our  ongoing  engagement  wi th  express ive  o thers  and env i ronments  
wi l l  he lp  me argue  why i t  i s  impor tant  to  no t  on ly  dea l  wi th  the  quest ion  o f  how mat ters  read ,  bu t  
a lso  why read ing  ( f ic t ion)  mat ters  in  the  21s t  century .  
 
 

REASON AS  AN  INST INCT :  HUME ON  THE  ANIMALITY  OF  HUMAN NATURE 
Kosuke Otsuki  (Kyoto ,  Japan)  
 
In  the  western  in te l lec tua l  wor ld ,  reason has  been t rad i t iona l ly  regarded as  the  facu l ty  
d is t ingu ish ing  human be ings  f rom non-human an imals .  Ar is to t le ,  for  example ,  thought  tha t  man 
is  the  on ly  ra t iona l  an imal ;  Descar tes  he ld  tha t  non-human an imals  lack  reason and therefore  are  
l ike  machines  wi thout  sou ls .  
Dav id  Hume (1711-76)  is  probably  one  o f  the  ear l ies t  proponents  who argue  for  the  fundamenta l  
cont inu i ty  o f  the  human and the  non-human an imals .  He  says  tha t  non-human an imals ,  l ike  us  
humans,  ‘undoubted ly  fee l ,  th ink ,  love ,  ha te ,  wi l l ,  and  even reason. ’  Moreover ,  Hume pronounces  
tha t  ‘ reason is  no th ing  but  a  wonder fu l  and  un in te l l ig ib le  ins t inc t  in  our  sou ls , ’  be ing  ana log ica l  
to  o ther  an imal  ins t inc ts .  Hume thus  ass imi la tes  the  human be ings  in to  the  non-human an imals ;  
tha t  is ,  human nature  is  essent ia l ly  a  k ind  o f  an imal  na ture .  
Th is  revo lu t ionary  perspect ive ,  a t  leas t  in  the  pre-Darwin ian  days ,  has  i ts  theore t ica l  bas is  in  
Hume’s  na tura l is t ic  approach to  human mind,  espec ia l ly  to  the  opera t ions  o f  judgement  and  be l ie f  
format ion .  He  argues  tha t  our  judgements  and be l ie fs  are  pr imar i ly  made not  in  v iew of  ra t iona l  
grounds ,  bu t  caused by  exper ienced s i tua t ions  and our  hab i ts  der ived  f rom them;  reasons  for  
be l iev ing  are  on ly  the  secondary  causes  re f lec t ive ly  genera ted  f rom these  na tura l  inc l ina t ions .  
What  impl ica t ions  does  th is  rad ica l ly  non-ra t iona l is t ic  and  natura l is t ic  unders tanding  o f  our  
cogni t ive  processes  have  for  a  concept  o f  human be ing?  Referr ing  a lso  to  the  recent  research  in  
cogni t ive  psychology  and pr imato logy ,  I  reconstruct  a  Humean ins ight  in to  what  i t  i s  to  be  a  human 
an imal .  I  w i l l  argue  tha t  the  fo l lowing  c la ims resu l t  f rom Hume’s  v iew on  human reason:  (1 )  our  
cogni t ive  facu l ty  is  on  the  same foo t ing  wi th  tha t  o f  non-human an imals ;  (2 )  on ly  cer ta in  qua l i t ies  
o f  imaginat ion  which  seem t r iv ia l  amount  to  cogni t ive  b iases  proper  to  human be ings  and make 
human l ives  d i f ferent  f rom those  o f  o ther  an imals .  
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THE  AMOEBA AS  THOUGHT  MODEL  -  TH INKING  THROUGH FLU ID ITY  IN  THE  EXH IB IT ION  SPACE 
Mar ie-Chr is t ine  Schoel  (Münster ,  Germany)  
 
The  amoeba is  a  type  o f  ce l l ,  which  has  the  ab i l i ty  to  a l ter  i ts  shape by  forming pseudopods ,  
re t rac t ing  ex tens ions  tha t  enable  the  ce l l  i t s  ac t ive ,  f luent  movement .  The  capac i ty  to  reproduce 
non-sexual ly  through mi tos is  is  carr ied  out  through a  rep l ica t ion  o f  i ts  genet ic  mater ia l  in to  two 
nuc leuses  and a  subsequent  d iv id ing  o f  i ts  cy top lasm and i ts  ou ter  membrane.  
The  amoeba as  a  thought  model  cou ld  thus  s tand for  a  constant  f lux  o f  the  body  and an  undermin ing  
o f  the  b io log is t ic  and  cu l tura l  concept  o f  a  f i xed  b inary  sexua l i ty .  
In  the  femin is t  exh ib i t ion  THEM a t  the  Schinke l  Pav i l lon  in  2015 ,  a  d isp lay  in  the  form of  an  amoeba 
was espec ia l ly  des igned for  the  presenta t ion  o f  the  works  o f  women ar t is t ,  a l l  dea l ing  wi th  the  
f lu id iza t ion ,  f rac tur ing  and a l ter ing  o f  the  corporea l  and  quest ion ing  the  representa t ion  e .g .  the  
ob jec t i f ica t ion  o f  the  ( female)  body .  Wi th in  the  exh ib i t ion  the  f lu id iza t ion  can  fur ther  be  t rans la ted  
to  the  conduct  o f  the  beho lder  and  i ts  movement  wi th in  the  expos i t iona l  s i tua t ion .  Fo l lowing  the  
advent  o f  femin is t  ar t  and  ins ta l la t ion  ar t  s ince  the  1960 ’s  as  wel l  as  the  growing prominence o f  
v ideo  ar t  and  espec ia l ly  v ideo  ins ta l la t ions  brought  about  a  deconstruct ion  o f  the  concept  o f  the  
„ f i xed“ ,  d is tanced beholder  occupy ing  a  def ined  and u l t imate  s tandpoin t  in  f ron t  o f  the  s ing le  
work  o f  ar t .  Mani fo ld  perspect ives  and a  meander ing  through the  exh ib i t ion  space  const i tu te  the  
consumpt ion  o f  contemporary  ar t  and  i ts  exh ib i t ions .  Thus ,  the  perspect ive  one  inhabi ts  marks  a  
form of  be ing  in  the  wor ld ,  o f  a  re la t ion  to  the  space  and the  ob jec ts  i t  conta ins .  The  amoeba as  
thought  model  can  h igh l igh t  the  changeabi l i ty  o f  humanis t  concepts  and i ts  representa t ion  
through images  o f  the  human body ,  as  wel l  as  i t  can  he ighten  the  idea  o f  be ing  in  a  moving ,  
perce iv ing  and f lu id  body .   
 
 

AYAHUASCA  BEYOND HUMANISM:  V IS IONS,  OTHER-BECOMING AND ONTOLOGICAL  CONFL ICTS 
A l ine  Ferre i ra  O l ive i ra  (Sa ̃o Paulo ,  Braz i l )  
 
The  centra l  proposa l  o f  th is  work  is  to  re f lec t  on  the  v is ions  tha t  are  mani fes ted  through the  
ingest ion  o f  an  Amazonian  psychoact ive  brew ca l led  ayahuasca ,  f rom the  conceptua l  contr ibu t ions  
o f  t ransespecies  anthropo logy ,  in  re la t ion  to  my f ie ldworks  wi th  Panoan ind igenous  people  o f  
Acre  (Yawanawa and Huni  Ku in )  and  the i r  non-ind igenous  a l l ies .  Therefore ,  we s tar t  f rom the  
fo l lowing  quest ion :  to  what  ex tent  does  the  synesthet ic  exper ience  o f  v is ions  produce some (and 
what  k ind  o f )  on to log ica l  change? Th is  re f lec t ion  takes  p lace  through the  connect ion  o f  two axes :  
the  assoc ia t ion  be tween fores t  medic ines  (as  sp i r i tua l  be ings)  and  technology ,  in  order  to  reach 
our  major  ob jec t ive  o f  construct ing  an  approach to  ayahuasca ’s  v is ions  onto log ica l  conf l ic ts .  We 
might  focus  on  the  v is ions  (ca l led  “mirações”  in  Braz i l )  as  o ther-becoming (an imal-becoming,  
machine-becoming,  e tc )  and  cyborg  exper iences .  
The  anaconda —which is  known loca l ly  as  “ j ibo ia”  and  is  sc ient i f ica l ly  ca l led  Boa  constr ic tor  — 
is  the  owner  o f  ayahuasca  and t rave ls  wherever  th is  beverage  f lows.  The  anaconda presents  
“ i tse l f ”  in  many ways ,  and  par t icu lar ly  comes through the  chants  tha t  makes  “ i t ”  appear .  
Accord ing  to  many non-ind igenous ’  s ta tements ,  a l though the  fores t  forces  are  most ly  present  in  
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the  Amazonian  jung le ,  the  anaconda is  constant ly  seen and fe l t  when they  take  
ayahuasca .  Cons ider ing  the  in terv iews about  fee l ing  the  fores t  some fore igners  s ta te  tha t  they  
would  apprec ia te  very  much hav ing  ayahuasca  v is ions  wi th  b i rds ,  snakes ,  t rees  e tc .  whi ls t  
ac tua l ly  dur ing  ayahuasca  r i tua ls  they  have  seen (and  became)  what  they  ca l l  “urban v is ions” ,  
as :  gears ,  use less  p las t ic  p ieces ,  machines  … al l  connect ing  and fus ing  wi th  each o ther  in  
a  machine-becoming.  That ’s  the  f low where  the  miração  (ayahuasca  v is ion)  can  turn  onese l f  (or  
jus t  be  perce ived  as)  a  cyborg ,  where  human,  an imal  and  machine  compose tha t  be ing  ( there) .  
I t ’ s  ac tua l ly  a l l  about  images ,  a f fec t ion  and in teract ing  in  th is  v i r tua l i ty  wi th in  the  v is ion .  
 
 

SEXUAL  POL IT ICS  OF  SYPHIL IS  IN  BRAZ IL :  D ISCOURSES,  MATERIAL IT IES,  ONTOLOGIES 
Eduardo  Doer ing  Zane l la  (R io  Grande do  Su l ,  Braz i l )  
 
Th is  research  inves t iga tes  the  sexua l  po l i t ics  d i rec ted  a t  syphi l is  in  the  Braz i l ian  hea l th  sys tem,  
in  the  contemporary  per iod .  Th is  s tudy  deve lops  in  a  con juncture  o f  reemergence o f  the  ep idemic  
o f  th is  d isease  in  Braz i l  and  o f  shor tage  o f  pen ic i l l in  in  the  g loba l  hea l th  market ,  main  medic ine  
for  i ts  t rea tment .  The  ob jec t ive  is  to  deve lop  e thnographic  f ie ldwork  in  therapeut ic  spaces  for  the  
prov is ion  o f  syphi l is  care  and management  o f  hea l th  po l icy ,  as  wel l  as  through the  s tudy  o f  
documents  and arch ives  re la ted  to  these  processes .  Th is  research  in tends  to  unders tand the  
express ions  and regula t ions  o f  sexua l i ty  in  the  sexua l  po l i t ics  o f  syphi l is  in  the  Braz i l ian  hea l th  
sys tem,  through an  ana lys is  deve loped in  three  p lanes :  inves t iga t ion  o f  the  condi t ions  o f  
poss ib i l i ty  and  the  e f fec ts  o f  the  shor tage  o f  pen ic i l l in  in  the  management  o f  the  syphi l is  
ep idemic ,  genea logy  o f  the  ep idemio log ica l  representa t ions  o f  the  d isease  in  the  scope o f  
surve i l lance  in  hea l th ,  and  research  o f  the  forms by  wi tch  sub jec ts  a f fec ted  by  the  d isease  re f lec t  
and  organize  the i r  ero t ic-sexua l  prac t ices .  Through these  axes ,  the  ob jec t ive  is  to  unders tand 
how the  process  o f  re-emergence o f  the  syphi l is  ep idemic  in  Braz i l  const i tu tes ,  s imul taneous ly ,  
an  ins t i tu t iona l ,  d iscurs ive  and mater ia l  rea l i ty  tha t  enacts  d i f ferent  on to log ies  o f  sex  and 
sexua l i ty .  
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SELF-TRACKING  AND SENSE  MAKING.  THE  TRANSFORMATION  OF  EXPERIENCE  IN  THE  PROCESS  OF  
“BECOMING”  THROUGH BIG  DATA  BASED  TECHNOLOGIES 
Sophie  Wagner  (Bern ,  Swi tzer land)  
 
Promises  o f  sa lva t ion  through B ig  Data  based technology  have  become increas ing ly  popular  in  
the  hea l th  industry .  D ig i ta l  technolog ies  – f rom te lemedic ine  to  da ta-based hea l th  ana ly t ics  and 
hea l th  apps  – promise  a  mass ive  qua l i ty  enhancement  in  hea l th  care .  The  ideas  suppor t ing  th is  
deve lopment ,  which  are  deeply  en tangled  in  popular  narra t ives  and the  ex is t ing ,  technology-
fe t ish iz ing ,  soc ia l  imaginary  (Tay lor  2002) ,  concern  ra t iona l is ing  and ca lcu la t ing  the  human body .  
Th is  deve lopment  is  based on  a  “be l ie f ” ,  tha t  a l l  k inds  o f  human behav iour  and soc ia l i ty  can  be  
t racked and ana lysed – which  a l legedly  leads  to  a  more  ob jec t ive ,  ra t iona l  and  accura te  k ind  o f  
knowledge tha t  he lps  genera te  prev ious ly  h idden ins ights .  Ex is t ing  hea l thcare  models  today  
increas ing ly  re ly  on  vas t  quant i t ies  o f  da i ly  l i fe  da ta .  Sensor  enabled  se l f- t rack ing  dev ices ,  or  
wearab les ,  are  thus  becoming o f  grea ter  impor tance  for  medica l  research ,  prevent ion  and care  – 
whi le  s imul taneous ly  crea t ing  a  sys tem,  which  emphasizes  the  impor tance  o f  personal  
respons ib i l i ty  and  in i t ia t ive  for  hea l th  management .  My  PhD research  a ims to  add  to  the  dynamic  
unders tanding  o f  human onto log ies ,  focus ing  on  the  re la t ionsh ip  be tween humans and the i r  
everyday  technology  – or  “ l ive ly  dev ices” ,  as  Lupton  (2017)  ca l ls  them.  I t  asks ,  whether ,  due  to  
the  “cont inuous ly  f luc tua t ing  and unstab le  boundar ies  be tween ourse lves  and our  mater ia l  
surroundings”  (Adams and Thompson 2016) ,   i t  i s  v iab le  to  speak o f  a  “becoming”  in  “ in t ra-
act ions”  (Barad  2003)  wi th  and through technology ,  and  how human exper ience  is  t ransformed 
through the  engagement  wi th  such technolog ies .  I t  takes  in to  account  the  o f ten  complex  
negot ia t ion  o f  media ted  narra t ives  – or  “unbodied  da ta”  (Smi th  and Vonthethof f  2017)  f rom the  
technology  – and the  knowledge (and data )  d i rec t ly  f rom the  body .  How does  bodi ly  percept ion  
and exper ience  change,  and  how do  we need to  re th ink  the  pa t ien t  as  wel l  as  user /pa t ien t /c i t i zen  
agency?  
 
Adams,  Ca ther ine ,  and  Terr ie  Lynn Thompson.  2016 .  Research ing  a  Pos thuman Wor ld :  In terv iews 
wi th  D ig i ta l  Ob jec ts .  Pa lgrave  P ivo t .  London:  Pa lgrave  Macmi l lan .  
Barad ,  Karen .  2003 .  “Pos thumanis t  Per format iv i ty :  Toward  an  Unders tanding  o f  How Mat ter  
Comes to  Mat ter . ”  S igns :  Journa l  o f  Women in  Cu l ture  and Soc ie ty  28  (3 ) :  31 .  
Lupton ,  Deborah .  2017 .  “Fee l ing  Your  Data :  Touch and Making  Sense  o f  Personal  D ig i ta l  Da ta . ”  
New Media  & Soc ie ty .  19  (10) :  1599–1614.  h t tps : / /do i .org/10 .1177/1461444817717515.  
Smi th ,  Gav in  J .  D . ,  and  Ben Vonthethof f .  2017 .  “Hea l th  by  Numbers?  Exp lor ing  the  Pract ice  and 
Exper ience  o f  Da ta f ied  Hea l th . ”  Hea l th  Soc io logy  Rev iew 26  (1 ) :  6–21.  
h t tps : / /do i .org/10 .1080/14461242.2016 .1196600.  
Tay lor ,  Char les .  2002 .  “Modern  Soc ia l  Imaginar ies . ”  Publ ic  Cu l ture  14  (1 ) :  35 .  
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ANGELOLOGY  AND TECHNOSCIENCE 
Mass imi l iano  S imons (Leuven,  Be lg ium)  
 
When concept ions  are  made o f  pos thumans there  is  a  tendency  to  th ink  o f  cyborgs  or  a l iens ,  bu t  
hard ly  o f  ange ls .  Ye t ,  wi th in  Chr is t ian  theo logy  angels  are  typ ica l ly  seen as  the  nex t  s tep  on  the  
in te l lec tua l  ladder .  My c la im is  tha t  ange ls  can  serve  as  a  per fec t  emblem of  technosc ience  and 
posthumanism.  In  a  t ime o f  the  Network  Soc ie ty ,  the  C loud and B ig  Data ,  the  d iagnos is  tha t  we 
are  becoming angels  – f rom the  Greek ἄγγελοι ,  i .e .  messengers  or  envoys  – is  no t  nonsens ica l .  
Moreover ,  th is  ange lo logy  excurs ion  can  g ive  substance  to  the  centra l  c la im I  wish  to  make,  
namely  tha t  there  is  an  in t r ins ic  l ink  be tween technosc ience  and a  pos t-human concept ion  o f  the  
sub jec t .  Main ly  insp i red  by  Miche l  Serres ’  La  légende des  Anges  (1993)  I  want  to  h igh l igh t  a  
number  o f  ph i losophica l  and  conceptua l  a l l iances  be tween a  ph i losophy  o f  technosc ience  and an  
ant i-  or  pos thuman v iew on  subjec t iv i ty .   
I  w i l l  argue  for  how angelo logy  h igh l igh ts  three  ph i losophica l  premises  on  which  such a l l iance  is  
based:  (a )  ange ls  can  bear  message in  a l l  media  and forms to  a l l  corners  o f  the  wor ld ;  (b )  ange ls  
t ransform,  t rans la te  and d is tor t ;  and  (c )  ange ls  are  shape-shi f t ing  ent i t ies  tha t  appear  and 
reappear  in  nove l  forms.  Or  t rans la ted  in  genera l  terms,  app l icab le  to  technosc ience :  (a )  a  
re la t iona l  on to logy ,  tha t  abandons  a  s t r ic t  d is t inc t ion  be tween subjec ts  and  ob jec ts  in  favour  o f  
re la t ions ;  (b )  a  construct ive  and technophi l ic  a t t i tude  tha t  in terpre ts  and  favours  sc ient i f ic  
pract ices  as  in terven ing  and synthes iz ing  pract ices ;  and  (c )  a  hermaphrodi t ic  th ink ing ,  tha t  
argues  aga ins t  s tab i l i ty  in  favour  o f  an  onto log ica l  or  e th ica l  pr imacy  o f  the  unstab le ,  queer  and 
hybr id .  
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The  s tudy  o f  the  impact  o f  technology  on  a  p lanet  where  the  ar t i f ic ia l  boundar ies  be tween nature ,  
cu l ture  and machines  have  d isappeared ,  needs  to  quest ion  what  k ind  o f  re la t ions  are  be ing  
sys temica l ly  enforced and reproduced between them.  But  there  is  no  quest ion ing  the  centra l i ty  
o f  the  Human wi thout  f i rs t  recognis ing  what  exact  v is ion  o f  ‘man’  dr ives  the  automat ion  o f  a  
un iversa l is t  humanism conv inced o f  the  need to  op t imize  re la t ionsh ips .  The  enhancement  o f  
processes  –ra ther  than  ind iv idua ls– seeks  to  neutra l ise  d i f ference ;  the  forms o f  exper ience  o ther  
to  the  Humanis t  idea l  for  op t imal  ex is tence .  I t  i s  through the  persuas ive  technolog ies  deve loped 
a long wi th  d ig i ta l  gaming tha t  I  present  a  mater ia l is t ,  pos thumanis t  and  in tersect iona l  read ing  o f  
in tervent ion is t  au tomat ions .  Gami f ica t ion ,  unders tood  here  as  the  process  o f  enhancing  d ig i ta l  
env i ronments  wi th  gamefu l  exper iences ,  promises  to  de l iver  user  engagement  by  des ign ing  
a f fordances  capable  o f  captur ing  and main ta in ing  a t ten t ion  in  re la t ion  to  the  poss ib i l i ty  o f  
c lear ing  or  fa i l ing  an  uncer ta in  "cha l lenge" .  
In  turn ,  p layers  are  measured  aga ins t  a  un iversa l  s tandard  o f  op t imal  per formance.  Answers  
suggest  tha t  academic  research  and the  exper imenta l  deve lopment  o f  gami f ica t ion  technolog ies  
mater ia l ise  f rom an  in teres t  in  governance through the  automat ion  o f  behav iora l  management ,  
resu l t ing  in  the  forced correc t ion  and se l f-opt imiza t ion  o f  non-normat ive  bod ies .  
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